Focused Free Writes


Provides support for Reading: 
Before, During, and After

Description:
Often when we think of literacy we mainly focus on reading, but writing is very much a part of literacy and is a skill that all students need to learn. Focused Free Writes can be a great way for the teacher to assess their students’ understanding of a lesson or topic, especially students who may not talk a lot in class. It provides students with a time to reflect on what they have learned, activate their background knowledge, and organize their thoughts.  Focused Free Writes provide the opportunity for concepts and ideas to be reinforced and can be used as an assessment tool, a way for students to become aware of their own learning, or a chance to be creative. These assignments can be formal and informal. 

Before reading, it could be a way to start a new unit and get students thinking about what they already know. It can be used during reading to get students thinking about what they have learned so far and predict what they may encounter in the rest of the reading, or it can be used after reading to reflect on the text or unit.
Sharing the Strategy with Students:
1. Provide a specific topic or question for students to reflect on.
2. Give students a chosen amount of time, an audience, and length (optional).

3. Have students individually and silently reflect on the question or topic.
4. After the time period, you can chose to have students break into small groups and share what they have written with each other or have the writing be for your eyes only. 
Video Tutorials:

Writing to Learn Overview 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pr-buiFYLtU
Blogging�A blog is a web log or online journal.





One strategy some teachers have had success with is to publish a classroom blog about what the class is learning.   


Have students:


Read other blogs. 


Write about specific activities: a reading assignment, a project, or demonstration.  


Ask questions in their blog posts to encourage comments. 


Support their arguments from reading assignments.


Use appropriate vocabulary.


Further tips: � HYPERLINK "http://digitallyspeaking.pbworks.com/f/Handout_TeacherTipsBloggingProjects.pdf" �http://digitallyspeaking.pbworks.com/f/Handout_TeacherTipsBloggingProjects.pdf�












