 (GIST)

Generating Interactions between Schemata and Text


Provides support for Reading: 
During and After

Description:
GIST is a great strategy because it teaches students how to paraphrase and summarize.  It reminds students to listen for the “big idea” when reading text.   This activity produces a great review guide because students are creating a list of the main points of the reading.  It enables readers to learn quickly, extract important ideas, and recall text.  You can have students work individually, in pairs, or in small groups.  It can be run as a competition or as a cooperative activity.  It provides opportunity after reading to reflect on what was learned.  

Sharing the Strategy with Students:
1. Review/introduce what “summarization” is.

2. Divide reading into sections, depending on the length of the readings. Sections can range between 1-3 paragraphs depending on content and difficulty.

3. Divide the class into small groups or pairs. 

4. Starting with the first section, have students individually read. 

5. When students are finished reading, have them work together in their groups or pairs to summarize the section in 20 words or less. 

· Teach students the formula: 

· name the who or what the section is mostly about, 

· tell the most important information about the who or what, 

· write the gist is your own words.

6. Repeat this process with each section until the reading is complete and each section has been summarized in 20 words or less.

7. Students come together and share their work and reflect on what they have read.  As a class write an overall summary.  Use the formula to critique the gist statements.
8. Use in authentic reading and study situations

Video Tutorials:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TRBQGwZKxZI
Suggestions/Modifications:
· To add an element of competition, you can change the number of words the students are allowed to use, making it harder, or, if students really struggle, you can add words to make it easier and gradually take away words.

· You can make this game more high school friendly by having students tweet their responses to each other since they are limited in characters. They will also be more engaged because they will get to use their phones.
Sample Format:

1. Read the article (Title).
2. Fill out the 5Ws and H.

Who:

What:

Where:

When:

Why:

How:

3. Write a 20-word GIST

__________   
   ___________         ___________   
   ___________

__________    
  ___________          ___________    
   ___________

__________   
   ___________         ___________   
   ___________

__________   
   ___________         ___________  
   ___________

__________   
   ___________         ___________   
   ___________
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