Inquiry Chart (I-Chart)

Provides support for Reading:

During

Description:
Inquiry charts, or I-Charts, guide inquiry into reading by exploration of critical questions.  Students gather evidence to support ideas from multiple sources of information. It is a graphic organizer that frames critical questions and catalogues evidence to support conclusions. Students address the critical questions by first assessing what they know and then exploring multiple sources of information to derive a summary. Critical questions may be teacher-generated or student-generated.
Sharing the Strategy with Students:

1. Students are given a chart to complete with a number of sources.

a. There are questions in columns across the top.

b. Each row corresponds with a particular source.

c. The last row is a general summary of each question.

2. After reading the critical questions in the header row, they then assess what they already know about the question.

3. Then students explore the topic through the questions in the columns.  For each source or text, they answer the questions based on the source or text.  

4. At the bottom, students compile all they have discovered into a coherent summary statement to answer each question for the topic in general.

Suggestions/Modifications:

· Allow students to generate critical questions about the topic.
· Challenge students to generate additional questions after writing their summary.

	
	Question 1
	Question 2
	Questions 3

	What I think I know
	
	
	

	Source 1
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	Source 3
	
	
	

	Summary of Information
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