R.A.F.T.

Provides support for Reading/Writing: 

Before, During, and After

Description:
RAFT is a reading and writing strategy that helps students understand the role of a writer, the audience, varied formats for writing, and the topic they'll be writing/reading about. By using this strategy, teachers encourage students to write creatively, to consider a topic from a different perspective, and to gain practice writing for different audiences. The RAFT strategy (Santa, 2004) employs writing-to-learn activities that enhance understanding of informational text. This strategy encourages creative thinking and motivates students to reflect in unusual ways about concepts they have read as they respond to prompts for:  


Role of the Writer: Who or what are you as the writer?

Audience: To whom are you writing?

Format: In what format are you writing? 

Topic and strong verb: What are you writing about? Why? What's the subject or the point?
For example, a student might 
The RAFT strategy guides students to process information, rather than merely write out answers to questions. Students are more motivated to undertake the writing assignment because it addresses various learning styles. 
Sharing the Strategy with Students:
· 1.  Explain to your students the various perspectives writers must consider when completing any writing assignment. Examples of different roles, audiences, formats, and topics can be found in a list of Picture Book RAFTs by Doug Fisher and Nancy Frey.

· 2.  Decide on an area of study currently taking place in your classroom for which you could collaborate with the students and write a class RAFT. Discuss with your students the basic premise of the content for which you’d like to write, but allow students to help you pick the role, audience, format, and topic to write about. 

· 3.  Have a class think-aloud to come up with ideas for the piece of writing that you will create as a group. Model on a whiteboard, overhead projector, or chart paper how you would write in response to the prompt. Allow student input and creativity as you craft your piece of writing.

· 4.  Give students another writing prompt (for which you have already chosen the role, audience, format, and topic) and have students react to the prompt either individually or in small groups. It works best if all students follow the same process so the students can learn from the varied responses of their classmates.

· 5.  Choose a few students to read their RAFT aloud. Have a class discussion about how each student created their own version of the RAFT while using the same role, audience, format, and topic. As students become comfortable in reacting to RAFT prompts, give students a list of options for each component and let them choose their role, audience, format, and topic. 

· 6.  Eventually, students may choose a role, audience, format, and topic entirely on their own. Varied prompts allow students to compare and contrast multiple perspectives, deepening their understanding of the content when shared.

Video Tutorials:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NDY_14aLT-M 
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Examples of RAFT Assignments 


Role�
Audience�
Format�
Topic�
�
 M. Ghandi�
Martin Luther King, Jr.  �
Letter �
Nonviolent Opposition to resistance �
�
Lungs�
Brain�
Thank-you note�
Effects from quitting smoking�
�
Abraham Lincoln�
Dear Abby�
Advice Column�
Problems with his generals�
�
Constituent�
U.S. Senator�
Letter�
Gun control�
�
Plant�
Sun�
Thank-you note�
Sun's role in plant's growth�
�
Great Wall of China�
self�
Diary�
Invaders I have seen come and go�
�
Square Root�
Whole Number�
Love letter�
Explain relationship�
�
Wheat Thin�
Other  Wheat Thins�
Travel Guide�
Journey through the digestive system�
�










